form. The rest of the title seems to imply that pulmonary function and pulmonary emphysema are comparable entities. The reader will look in vain for any definition of the use of the word emphysema or for modem views of pathologists about it; and he may well conclude, after reading the book, that the term emphysema covers any disease which causes chronic functional abnormality of the lungs.
Both the material presented, and the references, are mostly American work. Simple and valuable procedures, such as measurement of the arterial carbon dioxide tension by re-breathing and many other similar procedures commonly used on this side of the Atlantic, are ignored. A large section of the treatment of 'emphysema' is devoted to the use of intermittent positive pressure breathing, its advantages being listed as a series of uncritical statements with no mention of the contrary experimental evidence.
The book is divided into three parts: pulmonary function and function tests, pulmonary emphysema and syllabus. The last is a repetition of the first two, as a summary of the summary. The editors have clearly driven their team of expert contributors with a loose rein. The result is an infinite variety of almost Cleopatrian dimensions. Some of the contributors ride their hobby-horses with glee, others show that hypersensitivity to criticism which still characterizes some of the specialties, whilst others again glory in the antiquity of their specialty.
Equally intriguing is the varying amount of space different contributors occupy. Thus, Professor Chester Jones deals with Internal Medicine in six pages, whereas Professor John Romano spreads himself to thirty-two pages in his chapter on Psychiatry. Incidentally, it is interesting to note that Professor Romano looks 'with misgiving on those who search for the stereotype candidate' and questions 'the validity of current probability tests, such as medical vocational aptitude scales'.
To select always tends to be invidious, but there can be little doubt that the outstanding contribution is Professor Englebert Dunphy's chapter on Surgery with its apt quotations from Sir Heneage Ogilvie's brilliant writings on the subject. It is closely followed in quality and attractiveness by Professor William Bean's characteristically 'human' summing-up in the final chapter. Scientific workers of the Medical Research Council have played a major part in recent advances concerning the role of chromosomal abnormalities in disease. It is fitting therefore that some aspects of this activity should be publishedin an MRC Special Report. The volume deals only with sex chromosome abnormalities, which is the best documented aspect of this new branch of medical science.
Brief accounts are given of the techniques and general principles of chromosomal studies in man in both normal and abnormal subjects. The next section describes the major disease groups associated with abnormality of the sex chromosome. These are Klinefelter's syndrome and its variants (phenotypic males), Turner's syndrome and its variants (phenotypic females) and true hermaphrodites. The authors make it clear that the eponyms in use have already outlived their utility.
These sections of the report constitute the best and most up-to-date short account of this group of disorders which is available. They are followed by case reports taken from the 266 patients notified to the registry of abnormal karyotypes set up by the MRC's Clinical Effects of Radiation Research Unit. These are published in the hope that the detailed information they contain will be useful to workers in the field of human cytogenetics. The subtitle of this small book is 'How to Live in Emotional Balance with Diabetes' and, although one cannot agree with the author's statement that the emotional concomitants of diabetes are just being realized, there is a place for a concise and unbiased account of this aspect of the disease. In a short chapter on the psychological aspects of diabetes the author refers to the views of Daniels, Menninger and Hinkle on the etiological and other roles attributable to various mental and
